Executive Summary

terfront land. Port officials also report that lack of land has already
restricted access improvements at one-third of ports (Table ES-1).

Many ports encounter resistance to their efforts to improve termi-
nal operations from residents of adjacent residential areas and from
homeowners along the major landside corridors serving the ports. A
few ports (11 percent) report that proposed or existing regulations
are designed to restrict the hours of operation on rail or truck corri-
dors serving their terminals (Table ES-1). Similar proposals are being
considered by many other port cities. Some ports have avoided mak-
ing landside improvements that would result in greater traffic because
of neighborhood opposition.

Environmental Impediments

Environmental regulations, particularly those applying to wetlands,
also restrict the ability of seaports to reconfigure their terminals and
improve their landside access routes. One-fifth of port officials re-
sponding to the survey report that wetlands regulations usually or
always impede development of access improvements, and one-third
report that they sometimes impede development (Table ES-1). In the
past the ports could use dredged materials to fill waterfront land and
provide more space for terminal development, but this option has
been greatly reduced by federal and state policies to protect wetlands
from further development.

Although the aforementioned restrictions on access corridor hours
of operation probably resulted from neighborhood opposition to
noise and traffic in the past, concerns about air quality are more
likely to produce such restrictions in the future. For example, pro-
posals are being advanced to reduce truck hours of operation during
peak periods in Los Angeles, home of one the largest container ports
in the country. Many ports could face similar restrictions in the future
as their metropolitan areas attempt to meet federal and state air-
quality standards.

Institutional Impediments

Addressing landside access problems is made more complex by the
unique institutional status of most ports. Ports tend to be organized